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Dear People of God,                          

ZŪģɈģŪĨƐɈţŪƘɈţĨĨģɈuĨţƘɈȻɈƵĨɈģŪȤɈɈ¤ƞƉɈ
Lenten journey to the cross continues. 
We are marked as Christians (the word 
christian, in its earliest understanding, 
meant follower of the Way of the 
Cross) to remember who we are and 
who we hope to become. We are 

challenged as God’s holy people to grow, change, and 
walk more closely with the Lord Jesus.

The keeping of Lent remains the Christian Community’s 
best hope of staying in touch with its roots while 
continually expanding its vision to more fully embrace the 
loving message of Jesus. In truth, Lent begins with Easter. 
The “forty days” we label Lent exist to help us focus our 
minds and hearts more intently on the life, death, and 
ƉĨƐƞƉƉĨĝƘŇŪţɈŪĽɈqĨƐƞƐɈȻɈāɈŢƻƐƘĨƉƻɈƵĨɈŜŇƴĨɈģāƻɈĜƻɈģāƻɈ
through our struggles and joys. We keep Lent so that as 
a Faith Community our brokenness may be healed into 
wholeness, and through that wholeness an experience of 
holiness may be ours as we enter into the celebration of 
Holy Week.

Lent is forty days “lent” to us to focus the energy of our 
hearts on deepening our relationship with God. The place 
of our encounter with God resides within our hearts. 
Lent is forty days long because it takes time to grow and 
change. To lose weight takes time, to develop a profound 
friendship takes time, and, like all journeys, it begins with 
āɈǊƉƐƘɈƐƘĨƆȟɈuĨţƘɈŇƐɈĜŪƘŃɈāɈƘŇŢĨɈĽŪƉɈŇţģŇƴŇģƞāŜɈƉĨǋĨĝƘŇŪţɈ
and a time to walk together as God’s Holy People. Ponder, 
pray, and more deeply connect with the mystery of God’s 
presence in our lives.

Lent is a wonderful opportunity to slow down and spend 
time —even 10 minutes a day—in reading, prayer, and 
silence.  

“Silence of the heart is necessary so you can 
hear God everywhere --

in the closing of a door, in the person who 
ţĨĨģƐɈƻŪƞȠɈŇţɈƘŃĨɈĜŇƉģƐɈƘŃāƘɈƐŇţľȠɈŇţɈƘŃĨɈǋŪƵĨƉƐȠɈ

in the animals.

What is essential is not what we say but what 
God tells us and what

He tells others through us. 

In silence, He listens to us; in silence,  
He speaks to our souls.

In silence, we are granted the privilege  
of listening to His voice. 

To make possible true inner silence, practice.”

The bleakness of winter and its cold and clouds always 
ľŇƴĨɈƵāƻɈƘŪɈƐƆƉŇţľɈāţģɈţĨƵɈŜŇĽĨȟɈɈ¤ƞƉɈuĨţƘĨţɈŖŪƞƉţĨƻɈƘŪɈ
the cross does not end with the cross but gives way to the 
ĜƉŇľŃƘɈƆƉŪŢŇƐĨɈŪĽɈĨƘĨƉţāŜɈŜŇĽĨɈɈȻɈÒŃĨɈEāƐƘĨƉɈÀƉŪŢŇƐĨȟ

And always remember...

You Are Priceless

A well-known speaker started off his seminar by holding 
up a $20 bill. In the room of 200, he asked, “Who would 
like this $20 bill?” Hands started going up. He said, “I am 
ľŪŇţľɈƘŪɈľŇƴĨɈƘŃŇƐɈɎǑǏɈƘŪɈŪţĨɈŪĽɈƻŪƞȠɈĜƞƘɈǊƉƐƘȠɈŜĨƘɈŢĨɈģŪɈ
this.”

He proceeded to crumple up the $20 dollar bill. He then 
asked, “Who still wants it?” Still, the hands were up in the 
air. “Well,” he replied, “What if I do this?” And he dropped 
ŇƘɈŪţɈƘŃĨɈľƉŪƞţģɈāţģɈƐƘāƉƘĨģɈƘŪɈľƉŇţģɈŇƘɈŇţƘŪɈƘŃĨɈǋŪŪƉɈƵŇƘŃɈ
his shoe. He picked it up, now crumpled and dirty. “Now, 
who still wants it?” Still, the hands went up.

“My friends, we have all learned a very valuable lesson. 
No matter what I did with the money, you still wanted 
it because it didn’t lose value. It was still worth $20. 
Many times in our lives, we are dropped, crumpled, and 
ground into the dirt by the decisions we make and the 
circumstances that come our way. We may feel as though 
we are worthless. But no matter what has happened or 
what will happen, you will never lose your value.

Ⱦ@ŇƉƘƻɈŪƉɈĝŜĨāţȠɈĝƉƞŢƆŜĨģɈŪƉɈǊţĨŜƻɈĝƉĨāƐĨģȠɈƻŪƞɈāƉĨɈƐƘŇŜŜɈ
priceless to those who do love you. The worth of our lives 
comes not in what we do or who we know, but in who we are.

“You are special, don’t ever forget it. Most of all, you are 
special to the God who gave you the life you are living.”

And always remember, no matter how many steps we take 
away from God, it only takes one step to get back to God.

¤ţɈƘŃĨɈuĨţƘĨţɈŖŪƞƉţĨƻɈƵŇƘŃɈƻŪƞȠ
Fr. Greg

ÃĨǋĨĝƘŇŪţƐɈĽƉŪŢɈ¤ƞƉɈÃĨĝƘŪƉ
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Upcoming Events
Sunday, February 22
¤:c ɈÊĨƐƐŇŪţ	 ǐǏȡǏǏɈ {

15-minute Cathedral tour	 9:30 & 11:30 AM

Rite of Election	 2:30 PM

Faith & Fitness: Expanding on Balance and Harmony	4:00 PM

Rite of Election	 7:00 PM

Monday, February 23	
Knitting and Crocheting Group	 1:30 PM

Knights of Columbus Meeting	 6:30 PM

Tuesday, February 24
Parish Pastoral Council Meeting	 6:00 PM

ģƞŜƘɈ:ŪţǊƉŢāƘŇŪţɈÀƉĨƆ	 ǕȡǒǏɈÀ{

Men’s Young Adult Bible Study	 7:00 PM

Women’s Young Adult Bible Study	 7:00 PM

Wednesday, February 25
À ÃcÊ_Ɉ{cÊÊc¤|ɈȶɈYƉȟɈZƉĨľɈÊāřŪƵŇĝǃɈɈɈɈ	 ǕȡǏǏɈÀ{Ɉ

Co-Ed Lenten 40: III & IV	 6:30 PM

Wednesday Night Bible Study – Rectory	 6:30 PM

Thursday, February 26
Thursday Morning Bible Study	 10:00 AM

Friday, February 27
Stations of the Cross	 11:15 AM

Saturday, February 28
Confessions on the Lower Level of Cathedral	 8:00 AM

New Minister Training - Q1 2026	 9:00 AM

Co-Ed Lenten 40: I	 9:30 AM

Exodus 90	 9:30 AM

Young At Hearts Ministry	 10:00 AM

Co-Ed Lenten 40: II	 11:00 AM

Fiat 90 Young Adult	 11:00 AM

Pueri Cantores Festival	 11:00 AM

Sunday, March 1
15-minute Docent tour	 9:30/11:30 AM

¤:c ɈÊĨƐƐŇŪţ	 ǐǏȡǏǏɈ {

Rite of Election	 2:30 PM

Lector Training	 3:00 PM

Rite of Election	 7:00 PM

Your Cathedral A World in Communion 
with Jesus Christ

On the Cover
In honor of our anniversary, each week we will spotlight 
photos from our past on the bulletin cover. 

Happy Birthday, Fr. Greg! This week, we honor  
ŪƞƉɈÃĨĝƘŪƉȠɈYƉȟɈZƉĨľɈÊāřŪƵŇĝǃȠɈƐŃŪƵţɈŪţɈƘŃĨɈĝŪƴĨƉɈ
during the 2023 Heart of Holy Name gala. Ever the 
joke teller (see page 11), Fr. Greg celebrated a birthday 
on Friday and will mark his 10th year as our Rector in 
July. Ad multos annos.

Join our HNC Lenten 
Challenge on Hallow
‘Pray40: The Return’ 
Started Ash Wed.

This Lent, the Hallow 
app will once again 
launch its Lent Pray40 
prayer challenge, which 
began beginning on Ash 
îĨģţĨƐģāƻɈȻɈÀƉāƻǓǏȡɈÒŃĨɈ
Return.

Journey through “The 
9ƉŪƘŃĨƉƐɈsāƉāŢāǃŪƴȿɈāţģɈ
the Parable of the Prodigal Son as we return to the 
Father this Lent. We’re all farther from God than 
we need to be—but the good news is He is always 
waiting with open arms, running out to meet us while 
we are still a long way off. To bring this Scripture 
to life like never before, we’ll turn to Dostoevsky’s 
famous novel. We’ll step into the lives of its 
characters and discover the ways their struggles and 
brokenness mirror our own. Together, we’ll let go of 
what holds us back, return home to the Lord, and let 
Him send us out as His hands and feet.

Lent is not meant to be improvised. It is a season 
of intentional conversion, and like any meaningful 
pilgrimage, preparation matters. Scan the QR Code to 
learn more about the HNC Community in 
Hallow and our special subscription offer 
ŪĽɈɎǐɈĽŪƉɈƘŃĨɈǊƉƐƘɈƻĨāƉȠɈĽŪŜŜŪƵĨģɈĜƻɈāɈǔǏʁɈ
discount off.
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Worship

By Fr. Andy Matijevic 

A cathedral in the diocese is 
known for many liturgical 
celebrations that are 

important to the life of the diocese. 
Examples include priesthood and 
diaconate ordinations. At these, men 
are ordained to serve God’s people. 
Another is the Chrism Mass, where 
the bishop blesses the oils we use 
ĽŪƉɈŪƞƉɈÊāĝƉāŢĨţƘƐȡɈ:ŃƉŇƐŢȠɈ¤ŇŜɈŪĽɈƘŃĨɈÊŇĝřȠɈāţģɈ¤ŇŜɈŪĽɈ
the Catechumens. These oils are then distributed to 
the parishes. Last year, the cathedral also hosted the 
ordination of new auxiliary bishops. But one event that is 
often overlooked or neglected is the Rite of Election. This 
event takes place at the beginning of Lent each year and 
is important to the life of the local Church.

This weekend and next weekend, Holy Name Cathedral 
is hosting the Archdiocesan Rite of Election and Call 
to Continuing Conversion. At this liturgical celebration, 
ƘŃŪƐĨɈģĨƐŇƉŇţľɈƘŪɈĜĨɈĜāƆƘŇǃĨģɈŇţƘŪɈƘŃĨɈ:ŃƞƉĝŃɈāƘɈƘŃŇƐɈ
upcoming Easter Vigil, as well as those seeking to be 
fully initiated or complete their Sacraments of Initiation, 
ĝŪŢĨɈĜĨĽŪƉĨɈƘŃĨɈ9ŇƐŃŪƆɈƘŪɈƉĨāĽǊƉŢɈƘŃĨŇƉɈŇţƘĨţƘŇŪţɈƘŪɈ
be admitted to the Church through the Sacraments of 
cţŇƘŇāƘŇŪţȟɈØƆɈƘŪɈƘŃŇƐɈƆŪŇţƘȠɈƘŃĨɈĝāƘĨĝŃƞŢĨţƐȹƐƆĨĝŇǊĝāŜŜƻɈ
those desiring Christian Initiation—have undergone a 
long period of formation of the heart and mind.

Now the Church discerns their state of preparedness. “In 
this step, the Church makes her ‘Election,’ or the choice and 
āģŢŇƐƐŇŪţɈŪĽɈĝāƘĨĝŃƞŢĨţƐɈƵŃŪɈĜƻɈƘŃĨŇƉɈģŇƐƆŪƐŇƘŇŪţƐɈāƉĨɈǊƘɈ
to take part in the next celebration of the Sacraments of 
cţŇƘŇāƘŇŪţȿɈȰ¤ƉģĨƉɈŪĽɈ:ŃƉŇƐƘŇāţɈcţŇƘŇāƘŇŪţɈŪĽɈ ģƞŜƘƐȠɈȫǐǐǗȶǐǐǘȱȟɈ

The whole Archdiocese is represented at this liturgical 
event. People from Cook and Lake counties come 
together to be received into the Church for the Easter 
Sacraments. As each catechumen’s and candidate’s name 
is called in the rite, their name echoes throughout the 
Cathedral. Their names join with so many others who 
have been found worthy to participate in the Paschal 

Mystery of Christ—the passion, death, resurrection, and 
ascension of Jesus—through the Sacraments.

After the Rite of Election and until Holy Saturday, the 
catechumens are called “the elect.” They have been ‘elected’ 
to participate in the Sacraments of Initiation at the Great 
íŇľŇŜɈŪĽɈEāƐƘĨƉȡɈ9āƆƘŇƐŢȠɈ:ŪţǊƉŢāƘŇŪţȠɈāţģɈEƞĝŃāƉŇƐƘȟɈ ƐɈƘŃĨɈ
bishop says, “Trusting in their judgment, the Church calls 
ƻŪƞɈŇţɈƘŃĨɈţāŢĨɈŪĽɈ:ŃƉŇƐƘɈƘŪɈƘŃĨɈÀāƐĝāŜɈÊāĝƉāŢĨţƘƐȿɈȰ¤:c ȠɈ
ȫǐǒǑȱȟɈÒŃŪƐĨɈƵŃŪɈƵŇŜŜɈĜĨɈĽƞŜŜƻɈƉĨĝĨŇƴĨģɈŪƉɈĽƞŜŜƻɈŇţŇƘŇāƘĨģɈƵŇŜŜɈ
continue to deepen their desire to encounter Christ more 
fully through the Sacraments of the Catholic Church.

We, as a Cathedral Parish, have a duty to pray for our 
ĜƉŪƘŃĨƉƐɈāţģɈƐŇƐƘĨƉƐɈƵŃŪɈƵŇŜŜɈĜĨɈĜāƆƘŇǃĨģɈŇţƘŪɈƘŃĨɈ:ŃƞƉĝŃɈ
on Holy Saturday at the Easter Vigil. They will soon call the 
cathedral their mother church, no matter which parish they 
ĜĨŜŪţľɈƘŪɈŇţɈƘŃĨɈ ƉĝŃģŇŪĝĨƐĨȟɈÊƆĨĝŇǊĝāŜŜƻȠɈŇţɈŪƞƉɈ_ŪŜƻɈ|āŢĨɈ
Cathedral Parish, we have 22 catechumens seeking all 
three Sacraments of Initiation. We also have 19 candidates 
seeking full reception or initiation into the Church. Let us 
then be mindful during this Lenten season to pray for those 
preparing to enter into Christ’s passion, death, resurrection, 
and ascension. Let us celebrate with them the joy of Easter, 
when they conquer sin and death with our Lord—the same 
victory we share by our own baptism.

Catholic Illuminations

Next Step for the OCIA: Time for the Rite of Election

Congrats to Fr. Andy!, 
Please Give Your Feedback
¤ƴĨƉɈƘŃĨɈƆāƐƘɈƘƵŪɈƻĨāƉƐȠɈYƉȟɈ ţģƻɈ{āƘŇŖĨƴŇĝɈŃāƐɈģĨģŇĝāƘĨģɈ
himself to the Preaching for Encounter Program, striving 
to become a more effective homilist. As he completes this 
journey, your feedback is crucial—not only to encourage 
him as he grows in his ministry, but also to help shape the 
spiritual experience of our congregation. If you attend 
the Saturday 5:15pm or Sunday 10:30am 
Masses, listen with open hearts, and then 
share your impressions by scanning the 
QR code and completing the brief survey. 
Your support and insights will make a 
meaningful difference for Fr. Andy.

 
Updated 8.30.24 
 

 

 

 

YOUR RESPONSE TO THE HOMILY TODAY   

The homilist/preacher at this Mass would like your feedback on his homily today.  Please 
take a few minutes to answer some ques�ons.  Please scan the QR Code to fill out the online 
version.  If you prefer, however, you can complete the paper survey below.  Thank you! 

1) Name of Homilist/Preacher: _____________________________________________ 
 

2) Name of Parish, with City and State: _________________________________________________ 
 

3) Time of Mass:   ___________ 
 

4) This is what I heard as the main point of the homily (if you cannot remember or could not hear or 
understand the homily, please write that instead and jump to #9): _______________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

For ques�ons #5-9, please let us know on a scale of 1-7, your responses to the following ques�ons. 
 (No, not at all)    1   2       3       4  (somewhat)    5       6       7    (Yes, very much so!) 

 

(Please circle the number that best corresponds to your answer) 
 
5) The homily spoke to my life.       1    2    3    4    5    6    7 

 
6) The homily inspired me to want to live my life beter in some way. 1    2    3    4    5    6    7 

 
7) The homily gave me something meaningful to think about.  1    2    3    4    5    6    7 

 
8) The preacher’s authen�c spirituality showed through; I heard a man of God speaking.   1   2   3   4   5   6   7 

 
9) Would this homily be one that you would want to share with a friend?       Yes  /  No 

 

10) Is there anything else you’d like to share with us about this homily or homilist? _____________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

If you are willing, please share with us your age (we are looking for parishioners of all ages, from the young to 
the elderly who are at this Mass). _________________ 

Thank you for your help in suppor�ng him to preach beter!  

Please return this form as you exit the church.  
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Join Us for Our Five-Part Lenten Mission

ÒŃŇƐɈuĨţƘȠɈŪƞƉɈƆāƉŇƐŃɈŇţƴŇƘĨƐɈƻŪƞɈŇţƘŪɈāɈǊƴĨȶƵĨĨřɈŖŪƞƉţĨƻɈŪĽɈƆƉāƻĨƉȠɈƉĨǋĨĝƘŇŪţȠɈāţģɈƐĨƉƴŇĝĨɈāƐɈƵĨɈǊƺɈŪƞƉɈĨƻĨƐɈŪţɈqĨƐƞƐȠɈƘŃĨɈ
uāŢĜɈŪĽɈZŪģȟɈÒŪɈĜĨŃŪŜģɈŢĨāţƐɈƘŪɈŜŪŪřɈƞƆŪţɈ:ŃƉŇƐƘɈƵŇƘŃɈƉĨƴĨƉĨţĝĨȠɈŜŪƴĨȠɈāţģɈƐƞƉƉĨţģĨƉɈȻɈāŜŜŪƵŇţľɈ_ŇŢɈƘŪɈŃĨāŜȠɈƘƉāţƐĽŪƉŢȠɈ

and renew our lives. Each Wednesday of Lent, we will contemplate a different dimension of the mystery of Christ.

Feb. 25 
Behold  

His Mercy  
& Forgiveness

Led by  
Fr. Greg Sakowicz 

Allow Christ to heal 
and restore the 

places marked by 
shame or fear.

March 4 
Behold  

_ŇƐɈÊāĝƉŇǊĝĨ
Led by  

Fr. Louis Cameli

Contemplate  
the depth of Jesus’  
self-giving love on 

the Cross.

March 11 
Behold  

His Love
Led by  

Deacon Dan Welter

Rest in the truth  
that you are deeply 

loved by God.

March 18
Behold  

His Victory 
Led by  

Fr. Ton Nguyen

Place your struggles 
in the hands of 

the Lamb who has 
already overcome 

sin and death.

March 25
Behold  

His Presence
Led by  

Fr. Andy Matijevic 

Encounter Christ 
in the Eucharist, 

Scripture, prayer,  
and community.

Mission Schedule (Wednesdays):  5:15 PM: Mass  @  ǕȡǏǏȸǕȡǓǔɈÀ{ȡɈuĨţƘĨţɈÃĨǋĨĝƘŇŪţɈɈ@   6:45–7:10 PM: Devotional Prayer




