DATE

DAY

EVENT

TIME

COMMENTS

9/11/2022 Sunday

Class 1

9- 10:15 a.m. Introductions/Drills

18-Sep-22 Sunday

Class 2

9- 10:15 a.m.

25-Sep-22 Sunday

Class 3

9- 10:15 a.m.

2-Oct-22 Sunday

Class 4

9- 10:15 a.m.

9-Oct-22 Sunday

No Class

Marathon

16-Oct-22 Sunday

Class 5

9- 10:15 a.m.

23-Oct-22 Sunday

Class 6

9- 10:15 a.m.

30-Oct-22 Sunday

Class 7

9- 10:15 a.m.

6-Nov-21 Sunday

Class 8

9- 10:15 a.m.

13-Nov-22 Sunday

No Class

20-Nov-22 Sunday

Class 9

27-Nov-22 Sunday

No Class

4-Dec-22 Sunday

Class 10

9- 10:15 a.m. Advent

11-Dec-22 Sunday

Class 11

9- 10:15 a.m. Reconciliation (G3-8)

18-Dec-22 Sunday

Class 12

9- 10:15 a.m. Christmas Caroling

25-Dec-02 Sunday

No Class

Christmas

1-Jan-23 Sunday

No Class

New Year

8-Jan-23 Sunday

Class 13

Safety Lesson

15-Jan-23 Sunday

No Class

22-Jan-23 Sunday

Class 14

28-Jan-23 Saturday

CHILDREN FAITH FORMATION

9- 10:15 a.m. Family Mass
Thanksgiving

Martin Luther King Jr.

9- 10:15 a.m.
10 a.m.

29-Jan-23 Sunday

Class 15

9- 10:15 a.m.

First Reconciliation

5-Feb-23 Sunday

Class 16

9- 10:15 a.m.

12-Feb-23 Sunday

Class 17

9- 10:15 a.m.

19-Feb-23 Sunday

Class 18

9- 10:15 a.m. Lenten Lessons

26-Feb-23 Sunday

No Class

5-Mar-23 Sunday

Class 19

9- 10:15 a.m. Reconciliation G2-8

12-Mar-23 Sunday

Class 20

9- 10:15 a.m.

19-Mar-23 Sunday

Class 21

9- 10:15 a.m.

26-Mar-23 Sunday

Class 22

9- 10:15 a.m.

2-Apr-23 Sunday

Class 23

9- 10:15 a.m. Easter Lesson

9-Apr-23 Sunday

No Class

Easter Sunday

16-Apr-23 Sunday

Class 24

9- 10:15 a.m.

23-Apr-23 Sunday

Class 25

9- 10:15 a.m. 1st Communion rehearsal

29-Apr-23 Saturday

Holy Name Cathedral

10 a.m.

30-Apr-23 Sunday

Class 26

9- 10:15 a.m.

7-May-23 Sunday
TBD

Class 27

TBD

First Communion
Family Mass
Confirmation Mass

FAMILY HANDBOOK
2022-2023

MISSION STATEMENT
Children Faith Formation (CFF) is a family-focused ministry, recognizing the parent as the primary educator of his/her children. As such, the
ministry strives to promote a family-centered approach in the formation
of Christian values by:


Acknowledging the uniqueness of each family member as well as
each family system.



Presenting the central truths and traditions of the Apostolic Church
in a shared learning environment.



Committing to support family life, peace and justice.

The mission is to build a genuine and inclusive faith community in
which young people can experience their Catholic identity, integrate
their Catholic values, and express their Catholic beliefs.
Rector

ADMINISTRATION

Very Reverend Gregory Sakowicz gsakowicz@holynamecathedral.org

COVID-19 POLICIES
As of August 2021, we find ourselves amid the rise of Covid-19 cases.
To protect children and families, the policies for this issue are:









NOTE: Acknowledging the stress that parents/guardians endure, we
will allow children to learn online, with adult supervision.
If, and when, a family wishes to return to in-person faith formation, we
will welcome them throughout the year.

Director of Evangelization and Lifelong Formation

Dr. Kenneth Ortega

Mandated mask during indoor instruction occurs
At least 3 ft. distancing will occur in the classroom.
Adults and other children over 2 years of age must wear mask when
indoors
Sanitizer will be available.
If the child is sick, please stay home.
There are online options for Gospel Weekly classes.
Arrangements can be made for sacramental preparation classes.
No open food can be shared in the classroom.

REGISTRATION

kortega@holynamecathedral.org

MINISTRY OF THE WORD: CATECHESIS
Throughout the centuries, the Church has used the word catechesis to
describe the ministry that seeks to make faith living, active and conscious. Derived from the ancient Greek katekheim meaning, “to echo
God’s Word”, catechesis implies “to teach by word of mouth”, Those
called faithfully and authentically to pass on the Catholic tradition are
called catechists. Although catechesis is a responsibility of the entire
Christian community, the catechist is uniquely charged with the ministry of promoting and educating in faith.
General Directory for Catechesis, 220

Due to the enrollment concerns, the following procedures must be respected to assure effective registration.







Registration is available online, holynamecathedral.org
Photocopies of Baptismal and First Communion (if applicable) are
required.
Families must be registered parishioners.
If transferring from another parish, a letter stating the status of the
children’s religious formation is required.
Each child must be registered before he/she can enter a classroom.
To assure safety, walk in registrations are not allowed.
Individual consideration is given to families that move into the parish boundaries during the school year.

All families are expected to pay the tuition and other fees. Please note
that the tuition covers a small percentage of the actual costs. The remainder is covered by the weekly donations of our parishioners.
However, no child will be denied faith formation due to financial difficulties. Please contact Dr. Ken Ortega, and a solution can be found.
All correspondence is confidential.

CURRICULUM
Children Safety Lesson. In accor dance with the Archdiocese, Holy
Name Cathedral provides children with a lesson on safety. A parent/
guardian is given an opportunity to determine if participation is appropriate. If opting out is preferred, material will be sent, allowing the
adult to handle the discussion.
Special Needs. In accor dance with Canon Law, ever y child, within
the official parish boundaries, has a right participate in religious education. If there is sufficient collaboration with the parent/guardian, and
the consent of the catechist, special needs students may participate in
Children Faith Formation programs. Assessment will assure the positive experience of all involved. If necessary, alternatives to whole class
instruction are considered.
Access to Children during Sessions. To assur e the safety of all children, a parent/guardian is obligated to the following procedures:


Families enter Frances Xavier Warde School through the courtyard
doors.



A parent/guardian can escort their children to a classroom, and then
return to the ground level.



A parent/guardian must request early dismissal from the Director or
other assigned personnel. Even if you inform the catechist, you
must inform the on-site personnel.



If a parent/guardian wishes to visit a classroom, a lanyard will be
issued, and on-site personnel will escort the adult to the classroom.
The adults should not wander in the hall, but return to the ground
level when done with the observation.



If a child is ill or needs attention, personnel will contact the parent/
guardian. The child will be on the ground level for pick up.



At dismissal, families can exit through the courtyard doors. Do not
exit through the other doors.



Please note that two adults must be present until every child is
picked up. Contact the rectory if there is a delay, 312– 878-8040.
The receptionist will know how to contact personnel

In the upcoming 2022-23 year, Holy Name Cathedral will continue to
use a lectionary-based curriculum for non sacramental children. Based
on the Sunday readings, Pflaum Publishing creates lessons, integrating
the Scripture with an appropriate Church teaching. The groupings are
as follows


Promise (Kindergarten, Grade One)



Good News (Grades Three and Four)



Venture (Grades Five and Six)

For children preparing for First Reconciliation and First Communion,
catechists will use Pflaum Publishing’s Together in Jesus series
For adolescents preparing for Confirmation, catechists use Ascension
Press’ CHOSEN, a DVD-based curriculum.

SACRAMENTS
The Archdiocese of Chicago requires a two-year, consecutive preparations for the Sacraments of First Communion and Confirmation. Also,
parents/guardians are required to participate in sacramental preparation
gatherings, designated by Holy Name Cathedral.

First Reconciliation/First Communion
The concept of forgiveness, and of the Eucharist, are gradually introduced in Grade One. As the children enter Grade Two, they become
aware of God’s love for all creation, and how to seek God’s forgiveness. Also the children are introduced to the Catholic understanding of the Eucharist, the Mass, as well as the parish community. Once
prepared, the children will celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation
and the Sacrament of Communion.
Confirmation
Preparation begins traditionally in Grade 7 and continues into grade 8.
Adolescents, referred to as candidates, are guided by the same catechists
for both years.
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults adapted for children
Children, not baptized by the age of reason (7 years old), are enrolled in
this process. In accordance with Canon Law, these children will be
baptized, confirmed, and receive Eucharist at the Easter vigil. Holy
Name partners with Old St. Mary Parish, in preparing these children.

Communication with Children. Catechists minister solely for the
purpose of engaging children in faith formation. Correspondence
with a student should occur only in appropriate situations, and preferably with the student’s parent/guardian present. Once warned, failure to comply with this guideline will lead to the catechist’s dismissal.

POLICIES
Registration. Due to the enr ollment concer ns, the following pr ocedures must be respected to assure effective registration.
 Registration is available online. Check the parish website for the
link.


Photocopies of Baptismal and Eucharist certificates (if applicable)
are required.



Telephone. All phone calls concerning minors should be of a ministerial nature, and directed to the parent/guardian.



If transferring from another parish, a letter stating the status of your
child’s catechetical formation is required.



Social Media. There should be no communication with minors
through social media.



All families must complete a student registration form.



Individual consideration is given to families that have moved into
the parish boundaries during the school year.





Families must be registered parishioners.

Social Gathering. Beyond parish-sponsored event, catechists
should not socialize with minors without the presence of the parents/guardians, including non-parish events. In all cases, neither
the parish nor the Archdiocese of Chicago is liable for incidences
that may occur.

All families are expected to pay the tuition and other fees. However, no
child will be denied religious education due to financial difficulties.
Please contact the director. All calls are confidential.
POLICIES DURING INSTRUCTION
Code of Behavior. We expect students and adults to behave in a
Christian manner rooted in respect.
Respect to classmates, children and adults is expected. We do not
allow inappropriate words, actions, and intents. This includes,
but is not restricted to, foul language, bullying, harassment,
fighting, threats, disobedience of instructions, or disruptive behavior.
Unless the coordinator approves, no one should bring food or beverages into the classroom.
A student will dress in modest attire appropriate for religious instruction, and not create a distraction for class.
A student will respect the parish property, and not vandalize or destroy any aspect of the property.
A student will not bring drugs, alcohol, or weapons on the premises

Transporting Minors. With the exception of their own childr en,
volunteers cannot drive young people in a personal vehicle with drivers other than their own parent/guardian. In addition no paid staff personnel can organize carpools.
Permission Forms. Whenever a minor par ticipates in a par ishsponsored activity that occurs off the Holy Name campus, a parent/
guardian must complete and submit an Archdiocesan permission form.
There is no exception to this policy.
Administration of Medication. Unless ther e is a signed per mission
form on file from the parent/guardian, with clear directives on circumstances and instructions on how to administer medication, no catechist
should ever administer medication. Also, the catechist must consent to
the this procedure.
Child Abuse. In accor dance with Ar chdiocesan policy, adults
ministering to minors, including parish leadership, are mandated , by
state law, to report evidence of reasonable suspicion of abuse and/or
neglect of a minor to the Illinois Department of Childe and Family Services. All volunteers are required to be certified mandated reports, and
annually sign the State of Illinois form acknowledging this status.

